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Parents’ 1love

revealed in words
EHREAER L

My dad is very rigid, and never
vents his feelings. My mum told me that
she bought him a mug last time. He said,
“Why did you buy just one? Buy my
daughter a similar one. ”

My mum answered, “Your daughter
doesn’ t like such a mug. ”

My dad persisted, “No way. You must
buy it. I prefer one similar to hers. ”
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I study abroad. When my birthday
came this year. my mum called me. After
receiving the call. Ihearda “Birthday
Song” on it. The song was played in
Chinese, English and then Korean. At
last, my mum said, “It sounds nice,
doesn’ t it?” What language do you like
most? I’ 11 play it again for you.”
Holding the phone. 1 was uncontrollably
tearful.
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During my college life, once before
the May Day holiday, I told my parents
in advance that 1 would visit my
friend. When the holiday began, my dad
texted me, asking me whether 1 would go
back home.

“T” ve told you that 1

won’ t go back.”

I replied,

He texted back only four words,
“Cherries have been ripe.” (There was
a cherry tree in the yard of my house. )
My tears suddenly rolled down like
water from an opened sluice.
4
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In the winter when 1 was a senior
grade one student, I rode my bike back
home from my school. My home was about
35 kilometers away from the school. On
the way, it was gloomy and the north wind
was blowing in gusts. Even though I
pedaled very hard. my feet were still
numb with cold.

It was 3 p. m. when I arrived

)

home. “You’ re back.” my father, clad
in a cotton—padded overcoat, came to
greet me in surprise and joy. “Hurry and
sit on the chair. Let me take off my
cotton shoes for you to put on.” My
father pulled me down onto the chair
while taking off his own shoes .

My father carried a little low
He

raised my feet and said. “Take off your

stool and seated himself before me.
cotton shoes. Let me warm them for a
while. ” When feeling puzzled, I sawmy
father nimbly take off the shoes he just
now helped me put on. He opened wide his
overcoat and held my feet in his arms.

“Dad, you-:-” 1 wanted to withdraw
hut

them. “Your feet will be warm sooner

my feet . my father gripped

”»

this way, ” my father said in a soft
voice.

Every time this occurs tome, 1will
have a surge of emotions, with my eyes

brimming with tears..
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My dad is fond of drinking. Once
during Mid—Autumn Festival, I called
him, “Dad. Happy Mid—Autumn Day! Are
you drunk?’’

He replied, “Without you here, all

drinks are tasteless”
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I love my
garrulous parents

Someone says that parents worry
their all the

time. However. he doesn’ t notice that

about children
children also worry about parents’
chatter. Parents all over China almost
share a general character—garrulity.
Over the 10-odd years, 1’

up in my parents’ chatter. I always think

ve grown

with my head sideways. “If my parents
no longer chatter one day. what will it
be like?”

“Oh. it’ s so late. Why didn’ t mum
wake me up?” I saw the alarm clock and
sprang out of bed promptly. My mum said
casually, “Well, itdoesn’ t matter
that late ” Her
indifference appalled me. After putting

you are
on my clothes and cleaning up very
fast. I said aloud, “Dad, I am ready. Let’
sgo.” “Yougoalone. My car has broken
down.,” my dad answered. He had always
been more anxious than me about my
business. Why was he so calm now?
Rather perplexed, 1 walked out in
a pout of discontent. Cold winds blew
on my face. Fierce shivers ran over my

body, and my nose felt painful. How cold



it was! Why didn’ t my parents tell me
in advance?

At last, classes were over. Seeing
the empty teaching block in a light
drizzle, I began to feel lonelier. What
on earth had happened? When did my
parents begin to be so apathetic?
Without their chatter, I had a feeling
of unease.

My tears rolled down and soon
turned cold. I had a pricking sensation
inmy heart. I sawa family photo before
me. In it, my parents smiled brightly.
My face shone with happiness. It turned
out to be dream ,and I smiled.

My mum, holding my coat, and my dad,
taking a cup of hot drink, went to the
bedside. “Hurry and put on your coal. You
slept on your stomach with the window
open, not wondering if you’ d catch a
cold.” Indulging in my mum’ s tender
looks and my father’ s genial smile,
I recalled what had happened in my dream
just now.

I feel annoyed with my parents’
chatter. don” t I? I especially look
forward to a free 1ife, don” t I? At this
moment , however , I understand what
“chatter” means. I love my garrulous

parents.
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Chen Zi’ ang
promoted himself

Chen Zi’ ang was a great writer in
the Tang Dynasty. In his
youth, Chen went to the capital for the
imperial examination, but was excluded
only two

and disqualified. However,

months later, he rose to fame. and even
received a pardon from the emperor. Thus,
he was allowed to take a make—up exam
eventually became a palace
graduate. Well, how did Chen make it?

Chen was horn into the family of a

and

wealthy merchant, but he was sorely fond
of learning. At the age of 24. he went
to the capital for the imperial exam
carrying his own 300 essays.

of

high-ranking officials also went in for

Meanwhile , some children

21

the exam. They had got to know Chen’

s prowess in the preliminary exam. These
dreaded that Chen would

their offspring ,

officials
surpass so they
plotted to disqualify him.

A month later, an old man appeared
in the busiest street of the capital. He
was selling a rare Chinese zither as old

as over 200 year. He quoted it at one

million taels of silver. Pedestrians
clustered and looked on.
Then , Chen walked 1into the

crowd. After having a good look at the
zither, he said, glowing with joy, “At
last I sec the zither I’ ve long been
longing for. Let me buy it at onemillion
taels of silver.” Soon, Chen took out
paper money and put it to the old man’
s hand.

Chen’ s generosity was greeted
with fits of exclamation in the
crowd Passers—by successively

proposed that he render a piece of music
before them. Chen looked around and
“The zither is so rare that I

it

said,

cannot on such an

play
occasion. Tomorrow, please come to the
hotel T live in. I’ 11 hold a banquet
” He then told
his address to all the people present
and left with the zither.

Without the of

passers—by, the old man was just a

and play tunes for you.

knowledge

senior steward of Chen’ s family. All
he did was what Chen had planned.

The next day, holding the zither,
Chen seated himself at the table of the
of the
floor. After the banquet began, he first

guest honor on second



stroked the zither, pretending to pluck
it. Suddenly, he raised the zither and
smashed it on the ground into a thousand
pieces. All the people present were
frozen with surprise.

Then,
aloud, “I am Chen Zi’ ang from Sichuan. My
I

written 300 works. How can such a zither

Chen stood erect and said

best skill is writing, and ve
be compared with my works?”

“You can also write essays?” said
the people present who became more
curious. They eagerly requested him to
show his works.

Seeing the critical time had come,
Chen promptly had the hotel owner

distribute to guests for reading the

essays that had been prepared in
advance . They had been impressed
deeply, and

now after reading his essays, they felt
all the more that he was superior to
others. Besides, his literary grace was
really impeccable. Thus, they all took
off their hats in salute to him.

Thus Chen rose to fame all over the
capital within one day. Three days

later , a bookseller visited him
voluntarily and requested to collate
and publish his 300 poems. Therefore,
his
first enduring work First Col lection of
Boyu' s Poems came out.

Before long, Chen’ s literary grace
came to Emperor Rui Zong’ s knowledge
with  the of  the

collection. Seeking talents eagerly,

along spread

the emperor instantly ordered to grant

him an opportunity of taking a make—up

22

At last,

graduate

Chen became a palace
his

career. He did a great deal of good deeds

exam.
and began political
for the people. Also, he wrote such works
as Thoughts and Odes to Historical
Sites in Jigiu Bestowed on Scholar
Lu. They have been handed down to this
very day. So that Chen is revered as a

great writer forever.
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