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XIEES
When a robot falls
in love with a

woman

In recent years, I have seldom borne
a grudge for something, as if I had
suddenly given free rein to my life and
disregarded all disputes around me,
no longer having myself trapped in such
moods as grudge and grievance to kill
time bitterly. Maybe it is the so—
called

described by Watanabe

&

“ power of insensitivity’
Junichi , a
Japanese writer. In his opinion, our
suffering mainly results from our
hypersensitivity. However, sometimes 1
think it

unnoticed blessing

inwardly whether is an

or intentional
deprivation. I’ d better not seek the
answer stubbornly. I read The Book of
Life and Death in Tibet not long ago,
and was told clearly that obsession is
the root of suffering in life. Thus,
the only way of redemption which we
spend our lifetime seeking is to get rid
of our obsession.

Nonetheless, these days the movie
Bicentennial Man became an obsession
with me fortunately. The story is very
simple. The robot Andrew, acted by Robin
Williams, is bought by the Martins for
housework. Just some days later, they
fin that Andrew isn’ t an ordinary

robot , because it begins to have

feelings, becomes creative and falls in



love with Podia, the fourth generation
of the Martins. Portia is anguished that
her lover is a robot. Unable to bear the
pressure from the secular society, she
has an engagement to a man, but at last
she chooses to marry Andrew
courageously. For his love, Andrew gives
up his

re—engineers

identity as a robot ,
himself

almost the same as a man and appeals to

to something
the authority for the identity as a man.

Here is the scene that shocks me in
the movie. Andrew becomes white——
haired and has many old—age speckles on
his face. Slightly bending forward in
a humble manner, he states his
understanding of mankind and longing to
be identified as a man, and then waits
for the result reverently. However,
an arrogant official refuses Andrew,
because human beings are mortal while
he will never die.

At that moment , fully

understood the saying by Protagoras,

I have

a wise man in ancient Greece, “Man is
the measure of all things: of things
which are. that they are. and of things
» If

or

which are not, but they are not.

you go beyond some limitation

capability of mankind, you will be
regarded as alien, even if you love more
thoroughly than a true man does. When
the

unprecedented sense of superiority and

mankind has final say , an
sense of controlling make them feel
faint. Who gives the right to us to make
a decision on other lives? In the
t greatly

essence of life, we aren’

different from a tree or a bird, but we

36

can control them.

Eventually, Andrew changes himself
into amortal man. He says. “Life should
be sacred. The longevity itself is
meaningless.” At the age of 200, he
ultimately dies with the woman he
loves. When the frame is frozen on a pair
of firmly gripped old hands at the end
of the movie, the scene of holding your
lover’ s hand and of aging together with
your lover can be seen between a man who
used to be a robot and a woman. In the
scene, Andrew is accepted as a true man.
if Andrew had refused to

t changed his

However,
compromise and hadn’
identity from “it’’ to “he”. would such
love as in the movie be accepted by
human beings?

It isn’ t certainly a ridiculous
inference. The movie proves that man
is the measure of all things at length,
but the

flexibility of this measure?

how should we interpret

q{ .ﬁ"“—’._
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Influence

Mr.
move.

Fortunately, he was born in 2100
AD . The science and technology
prospered. People all led a rich,
carefree life.

Mr. A worked in a company. He only
had to dictate daily affairs to his
robot assistant. It would deal with them
as he ordered.

One day, Mr. A drove back after
fishing. He had a car crash halfway. His
electromagnetic sports car turned over
below the high—speed road.

Mr. A was trapped under the ear,
felt the world was spinning around and
couldn’ t breathe smoothly. Being loath

A was very lazy and loath to



to move, he called his robot assistant
for help in a hurry.

The robot assistant in the back of the
car responded, “You can just stretch out
your right hand to open the door. It is
so easy that you have no need to bother
me.” .

Mr. A was startled, “Since when
you begin to be so lazy? How dare
go against my will? Hurry and open
door. I am stifling. ”

The robot assistant answered, “You
very lazy, and I am influenced by
subtly. Take it easy and wait for
help quietly.’’

After a short while, they became
speechless.

Some days later, there was one more
metal grave board 1in the space
cemetery.

It was inscribed with such words,

“Mr. Adied in a car crash in 2125 AD.”
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