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One character as dowries

He Shaoji, a famous poet and calligrapher in the Qing
Dynasty, especially brought a ehest back from the capital after
learning of his daughter preparing the dowries. On the day of
her wedding, his daughter Chunmei opened the chest, when the
whole family were stunned. In fact, the chest was empty, with

its inner bottom inscribed with a neat Chinese character
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“Diligence”. The newly—weds realized how much He thought of
their marriage.
A letter of one word

In the early 1960s, the famous writer Zhao Shuli received
a letter from his eldest son Zhao Guangyuan, asking him for
money. The letter just read “Money”. Zhao Senior wrote back
swiftly and wittily, “Zero.” In his opinion, now that his son
had been self-reliant, he should no longer ask his father for
money.

One word as a sample

A jealous guy wrote a letter in a sarcastic tone to the famous
U. S. writer Ernest Hemingway, “I knew that each word you write
is priced at one U. S. dollar. Here is enclosed one dollar. Please
send a sample back. "Hemingway received the note, and wrote back,
“Thanks. ”

One character as the verdict
During the Qing Dynasty, a widow wanted to remarry, hut she

was barred by her family and neighbors for all sorts of
excuses. Thus, she submitted a complaint to the authorities,
“Inmy early teens, 1 was bereft of my husband and widowed. My
father—in—law is far from old and my brother—in—law has been

adult. On the suspicion I am laid, whether or not should I get
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remarried?” The county magistrate received her complaint and
was struck with admiration after reading it. At the stroke of

a brush pen, he wrote the verdict, “Permitted.’’
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Hawk Roosting

I sit in the top of the wood, my eyes closed.
Inaction, no falsifying dream

Between my hooked head and hooked feet:

Or in sleep rehearse perfect kills and eat.

The convenience of the high trees!

The air’ s buoyancy and the sun’ s ray

Are of advantage to me;

And the eartht’ s face upward for my inspection.

My feet are locked upon the rough bark.
It took the whole of Creation

To produce my foot, my each feather:
Now I hold Creation in my foot

Or fly up, and revolve it all slowly—

I kill where I please because it is all mine.
There is no sophistry in my body:

My manners are tearing off heads

The allotment of death.

For the one path of my flight is direct
Through the bones of the living.

No arguments assert my right:

The sun is behind me.

Nothing has changed since I began.
My eye has permitted no change.

I am going to keep things like this.
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